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Involved Agencies: Federal Highway Administration  

Phase of survey: Phase IA Archeological Investigation 

Municipality: Manchester 

County: Hillsborough 

Survey Area:  Component A location 3.41 acres 

 Component B location 3.36 acres 

 Component C location 1.87 acres 

 Component D location 1.22 acres 

Component A APE: Archeological investigations are recommended for planned subsurface disturbances in 
the undeveloped areas of the APE between Gas Street and the extant railroad to the northwest. No further 
work is recommended for the southern region of Gas Street or the APE area west of the railroad. 

Component B APE: No further work is recommended due to extensive paving and evidence of subsurface 
disturbance from buried utility lines. 

Component C APE: Archeological investigations are recommended for the APE section immediately 
behind the historic Cohas Shoe Factory due to the possibility of archeological remains associated with the 
factory and activities related to loading/unloading cars on the adjacent railroad. Archeological testing is also 
recommended in the southern APE due to map-documented structures associated with the railroad in the 
immediate area. Archeological monitoring is recommended for the APE section that extends along the access 
road connecting the former railbed to the present parking lot due to map documentation of outbuildings and 
a railroad siding platform associated with the Cohas Shoe Factory.   

Component D APE: Due to the potential for archeological deposits to yield information on the lives of the 
Amoskeag Mill workers, archeological testing is recommended for planned subsurface disturbances in areas 
Gateway Park not already disturbed by existing utility lines. Due to the Sanborn map documented presence of 
storehouses associated with the Amoskeag Mill complex in the southern APE area, site monitoring is 
recommended for subsurface disturbances greater than three feet in depth (1 meter). Site monitoring should 
focus on identifying intact foundation remains and other features associated with these map-documented 
storehouse buildings. 
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Figure 1. The Gateway Park historic lamp on its original pedestal. Photographer unknown. View facing 
northeast. 

Photo 1. Riverwalk Way in the Component A APE. Note the chain link fence (left) separating the railroad from 
the road and the multistory apartment building (right). View facing southwest. 

Photo 2. The curved portion of Riverwalk Way. Note the landscaping with deciduous trees, utility box, and 
electric poles (upper left). Also note the slope of the ground on the shoulder compared to the road’s level path, 
indicating that the landscape was graded to create the road. View facing southwest. 

Photo 3. View of the Component A railroad section that separates Riverwalk Way and Gas Street. View facing 
southeast. 

Photo 4. View the clearing connecting Gas Street to the railroad segment depicted in Photo 3. View facing 
northwest. 

Photo 5. View of Gas Street. Note the large concrete retaining wall (left) which shows that a substantial area of 
the hillside was removed when Gas Street was built. View facing west-southwest. 

Photo 6. View of the grass area adjacent to the area of Gas Street shown in Photo 5. Note the raised remnants 
of a railroad bed directly outside the chain link fence (middle right). A pipe and cobbles for drainage swale run 
underneath the road connecting to Gas Street. The westward extent could not be determined due to the inability 
to access the area.  View facing west. 

Photo 7. View of Queen City Avenue. Note the sidewalk and vehicle guardrail (center foreground), indicating 
likely disturbance beyond the road itself. Also, note the derelict railroad signal (left of electric pole, middle 
ground center right), a remnant of the Manchester and Lawrence Railroad that once bisected this area. Both 
ends of this railroad bed can be seen in Photos 8 and 13. View facing northeast. 

Photo 8. View of part of the railroad bed remnants that bisected Queen City Avenue. Note the slope of the 
ground to the left of the white structure, indicating that the flat area immediately behind the building was likely 
altered to create a level grade for the Manchester and Lawrence Railroad. View facing southeast. 
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Photo 9. View of the center of the Queen City Avenue intersection. View facing northeast. 

Photo 10. View of the southern area of the intersection. Note the streetlights on the grassy island (middle 
ground center), sidewalk, and chain link fence (right). View facing southeast. 

Photo 11. View towards the northern area of the APE. Note the lack of a grass island in this area, indicating 
that the natural soil level may have been completely removed when the present intersection was constructed. 
View facing northwest. 

Photo 12. View of the abandoned railroad bed running behind the Cohas Shoe Factory building (right). Note 
the slope of the ground on either side, indicating that the ground was lowered to create a level surface for the 
railbed. View facing northwest. 

Photo 13. View of the southern area of the Component C APE. Note the billboard and cars along Queen City 
Avenue (Component B APE) in the background. This area of the Component B APE can be seen in Photos 7 
and 8. Also note the wheel ruts and extensive refuse (foreground) reflecting more extensive use of this area 
compared to the APE section shown in Photo 12 which lacks as pronounced wheel ruts and extensive refuse. 
View facing southeast. 

Photo 14. View of the railbed from the ground level of the Cohas Shoe Factory. Note the pronounced steep 
slopes down to the railbed. View facing northwest. 

Photo 15. View of the access road connecting the rear of the Cohas Shoe Factory (Photo 14) to the adjacent 
parking lot. Historic maps indicate that smaller buildings associated with the factory may have been located in 
this general area. View facing southeast. 

Photo 16. View of the Component D APE. Note the sidewalk which runs along the western and southern 
perimeter. Also note the park lamp (center-left middle ground in front of the school bus; lamp also shown in 
Photo 17). View facing south-southeast. 

Photo 17. View of the southwest corner of the APE. Note the fire hydrant and utility box (foreground). Also 
note the lamp (center left) and brick tenement buildings to house workers at the Amoskeag Manufacturing 
Company. The lamp once lit the Queen City Bridge and was relocated to the park to commemorate the historic 
lighting styles of the city. View facing northwest. 

Photo 18. Additional view of the southern APE area. Note the utility hole covers indicating some subsurface 
disturbance in the immediate area. Also note the repurposed Amoskeag Manufacturing Company building (top 
left) and tenement buildings (top right). View facing northwest. 

Photo 19. The large concrete circle at the eastern end of the park. Note the walking path (covered by orange 
leaves/pine needles) that connects to the adjacent parking lot. Also, note the brick industrial building 
(background center left), which reflects how extensive the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company complex was. 
View facing west. 

Photo 20. View of the southern portion of the Component D APE looking east along Granite Street. Note 
how the parking lot follows the slope of the adjacent road. 

Photo 21. View of the southern area of Component D APE looking south along South Commercial Street. 
Note the low retaining wall (center) which indicates that the sidewalk and road are below the natural grade. 
View facing southeast. 

Photo 22. View of the parking lot and central area of the southern section of the Component D APE. The 
large stone retaining wall indicates that the grassy area in the middle of the triangle was significantly lowered 
and graded from the terrain’s natural slope. View facing northeast. 
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during its heyday and reflect the prominence of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company in the economic 
prosperity and development of Manchester during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Benjamin Heckman conducted a site visit on November 29, 2022 to observe and photograph existing 
conditions within the APE. The site visit results are discussed below and divided by project components (A, B, 
C, and D). 

Component A is located along South Commercial Street (Photos 1 – 6). The northern branch of the APE is 
near the Riverwalk Apartment Complex and Delta Dental baseball stadium. The eastern border of this northern 
section is adjacent to a railroad separated from the road by a chest-high chain link fence (Photo 1). This north 
section follows Riverwalk Way curving behind the apartment complex. The area appears to have been 
landscaped with the intentional planting of deciduous trees, installation of a utility box, and power lines (Photo 
2). The grading for the road, placement of various utilities, and aforementioned landscaping indicates that land 
in the immediate area has been altered and likely compromised the integrity of archeological deposits in the 
area. 

From this northern section, the APE cuts across the railroad area (Photo 3) and crosses a flat area of land with 
only local disturbance of poles for power lines (Photo 4). The APE then branches north and south following 
Gas Street. A retaining wall along the southern side of Gas Street indicates that substantial grading was 
conducted to remove a small hillside when Gas Street was built (Photo 5). A chain link fence with barbed wire 
prevented soil coring of the section of the APE on the northern side of Gas Street to determine the extent of 
disturbance in this area. However, it appears likely that this area is partially disturbed due to visible remnants 
of a railroad bed cutting through the location and drainage swale (Photo 6).    

Component B is located at the intersection of South Willow Street and Queen City Avenue (Photos 7 – 11). 
The four-lane Queen City Avenue comprises the northern section of this area with pedestrian sidewalks on 
either side (Photo 7). The immediate area adjacent to the sidewalks has either vehicular guardrails or chain link 
fences, indicating localized disturbances. A section of the APE in this area is flanked by a small hillside to the 
northeast and an industrial building on the southwest (Photo 8). The APE then continues to the primary 
intersection with multiple branching lanes divided by grass traffic islands in the northwest and concrete traffic 
islands in the southeast (Photo 9 – 11). The perimeter of this intersection has a paved sidewalk bordering on 
grass that separates the adjacent property lots from the road (Photo 10). While no soil cores were taken in the 
grassy traffic islands, multiple streetlights and traffic signals within the boundaries indicate likely extensive 
subsurface disturbance to install buried utility lines.  

Component C is located near Gas Street (Photos 12 – 15). The northern area of the APE is situated in a parking 
lot adjacent to the Red Barn Diner off Elm Street. It then proceeds in a southeast direction along the former 
Manchester and Lawrence Railroad which extends behind the repurposed Cohas Shoe Factory building (Photos 
12). The slope on either flank of this path indicates that the area was lowered to create a level surface for the 
railroad. The landscape alterations are all that remains of the railroad, indicating that this section was 
intentionally removed at some point in the past. Extensive refuse, tire ruts, and a sign in the southern area of 
the former railroad indicate that modern use may have also compromised the archeological integrity of the 
corridor (Photo 13). An access road behind the Cohas Shoe Factory building leads to a parking lot connecting 
with Willow Street (Photos 14 and 15).   

The Component D APE is located on the northern and southern flanks of Granite Street, with a narrow section 
bridging the road to connect the two primary APE areas (Photos 16 – 22). The northern portion of this APE 
is in Gateway Park, with a sidewalk running along the western and southern perimeters (Photo 16). This section 
of the APE is part of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company Housing Historic District (MAN1232, Table 3). 
Directly north of the APE are extant worker tenement buildings (see the background of Photos 17 – 18). The 
park’s southwest corner consists of multiple maintenance holes, utility boxes, a fire hydrant, a traffic light, and 
historic streetlight (Photos 17 – 18). The historic streetlight was originally a fixture at the approach to Queen 
City Bridge and was subsequently moved to the park. When the park was originally built, this lamp was on a 
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Due to the expansive nature of the Project and specific conditions of individual project components, 
recommendations are broken down by location. Refer to Map 2a – 2d for depictions of archeologically sensitive 
areas. 

Component A: historic maps indicate the majority of the APE was either railyard or undeveloped into the 
1950s. Additionally, the Riverwalk Development Project, Phase IA/IB report of adjacent areas determined that 
the area has been subject to fill and disturbance that would have compromised any archeological resources in 
the area (see Table 4). No further work is recommended for the APE area west of the railroad along Riverwalk 
Way. Archeological investigations are recommended for any planned subsurface disturbance in the 
undeveloped areas of the APE between Gas Street and the extant railroad to the northwest (see Map 2a for 
archeologically sensitive areas). The field supervisor should adjust shovel test locations as needed to avoid areas 
of disturbance created by the drainage swale in the southeast archeologically sensitive area. Testing should avoid 
known locations of subsurface disturbance created by buried utilities. No further work is recommended for the 
southern region of Gas Street where retaining walls indicate significant grading and disturbance of the 
immediate area. 

Component B: No further work is recommended due to extensive paving and evidence of subsurface 
disturbance from buried utility lines.  

Component C: Archeological investigations are recommended for the APE section immediately behind the 
historic Cohas Shoe Factory due to the possibility of finding archeological remains associated with the industrial 
use of the building and activities related to loading/unloading cars on the adjacent railroad. Archeological 
testing is also recommended in the southern area of the APE due to the Sanborn map documented structures 
associated with the railroad in the immediate vicinity (see Map 3c). Archeological monitoring is recommended 
for the APE section that extends along the access road connecting the former railbed to the present parking 
lot due to the possible presence of map-documented outbuildings and railroad siding platform associated with 
the Cohas Shoe Factory (see Map 2c for sensitive archeological areas).   

Component D: Most of the Amoskeag Mill worker tenement buildings appear intact. The 1897 Sanborn 
indicates that an additional row of tenement buildings was in the present location of Gateway Park (see Map 
3d). Archeological investigations at similar company housing, such as at Boott Mills in Lowell, Massachusetts, 
have uncovered evidence of the individuality and daily lives of the factory workers who once lived there 
(Mrozowski, et al. 1996).  Due to the potential for archeological deposits to yield information on the lives of 
the Amoskeag Mill workers, archeological testing is recommended for subsurface disturbances planned in areas 
of Gateway Park not already disturbed by existing utility lines. Due to the Sanborn map documented presence 
of storehouses associated with the Amoskeag Mill complex in the southern APE area, site monitoring is 
recommended for subsurface disturbances greater than three feet in depth (1 meter). Site monitoring should 
focus on identifying intact foundation remains and other features associated with these maps documented 
storehouse buildings. 
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Figure 1. The Gateway Park historic lamp on its original pedestal. Photographer unknown. View facing 
northeast.

 


















































